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We commit a serious error if we think always in terms of
‘surrendering’ sovereignty and seek to stand pat for all time on a
given deal by proclaiming, as the prime minister did two weeks
ago, that we have ‘surrendered enough’. The European
enterprise is not, and should not be seen, like that—as some
kind of zero—sum game...

I have to say that I find Winston Churchill’s perception [ of the
Community as a pooling of sovereignty] a good deal more
convincing, and more encouraging for the interests of our nation,
that the nightmare image sometimes conjured up by the prime
minister, who seems sometimes to look out upon a continent

that is positively teeming with ill-intentioned people scheming, in
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her words, ‘to extinguish democracy’, ‘to dissolve our national
identities’, to lead us ‘through the back door into a federal
Europe'...

It was remarkable —indeed it was tragic — to hear the prime
minister dismissing, with such personalised incredulity, the very
idea that the hard-ecu proposal (as put forward by her own
chancellor) might find growing favour among the peoples of
Europe... How on earth are the chacellor and the governor of the
Bank of England, commending the hard ecu as they strive to
do, to be taken as serious participants in the debate against that
kind of background noise... It is rather like sending your opening

batsmen to the crease only for them to find, the moment the
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first balls are bowled, that their bats have been broken before
the game, by the team captain...

The tragedy is—and it is for me personally, for my party, and
for our whole people and for the prime minister herself, a very
real tragedy —that the prime minister's perceived attitude
towards Europe is running increasingly serious risks for the
future of our nation...

The time has now come for others to consider their own
response to the tragic conflict of loyalty with which I have
myself wrestled for perhaps too long.” (Sir Geoffrey Howe's
resignation speech in the House of Commons, November 13th,
1990, The Economist 17—23 November 1990)
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“We are scarcely in the same economic league as Germany
and France,... today we are not only no longer a world power,
but we are not in the first rank even as a European one.” (The

Economist, 2 June, 1979).
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“Once more, Britain is confident, strong, trusted,.. Strong,
because our economy is enterprising, competitive and expanding.
Trusted, because we are known to be a powerfull ally and a
faithful friend.”
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