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experiments and given them certain direction may or may not be given rise
to, which can lead us to the happiest 21st century.

One thing which always causes misunderstandings at any period is
historically inspired feelings of superiority. What a great number of tragedies
did we humankind experienée because of this ! I do want to believe that
people on Earth have become much wiser than the past through these
tragedies, but at the same time, I always remember what the professor under
whom 1 learn international relations said. He said, “To understand
international relations is just the same as to understand human relations.”
One thing he tried to tell us was that those who were stronger always tried
to control those weaker and that there were always fights even among the
stronger. Human relations can describe international relations. However, a
human has reason and wisdom. It has always been the main concern of
international relations how to deal with both of them. It is very dangerous
when a sense of superiority devours reason and wisdom of human.

Roughly speaking, underdeveloped countries should trust advanced
countries, even though some parts of their tradition are dissolved and
advanced countries should try to preserve underdeveloped countries’ tradition
as much as possible, even though some parts of it can hinder economic and
political developments. ‘ ‘

It might or might not be impossible to make all countries wholy advanced
equally at a time, and do so eventually. But it is absolutely worthwhile to
put much hope in reason and wisdom of human beings on the task of
. bringing about the true prosperity all over the world, which has never been
done before throughout history.
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impossible to change one nation’s sense of value and to narrow the difference
of feelings in living livies. [ would argue that what is more important is not
to require the others that they should adjust their way to meet yours, but to
acquire capability to perceive the difference clearly. It is a quite technical
problem. When Japanese people think that Korean people are very aggressive
and easy to lose temper, while Korean people think that Japanese people are
so sly because they always say ‘Yes’ and the very next moment begin to do
against it, it is quite natural that both have bad feelings to each other. What
we have to do is just to restrain ourselves not to require each other to stop it
that is against the sense of each other. It is not sinful or anything bad to
feel uncomfortable inside to the others. It is just natural. What counts more
is generousity to understand the difference. In my view, Japanese people of
the older generations lack of this very generousity. [ would want to appeal to
the world that we the people of younger generations are different from those
lacking the generousity. It is because we feel so bad and take it immature
and thoughtless behavior when we see them acting unseemly and shamefully
and also because we can get to know much more about the other parts of
the world thanks to the technical advantages. [ heard that there are less
Korean and Taiwanese people who dislike Japanese recently, and you can not
easily imagine how happy I am to hear those things. I become full of joy and
hope thinking that we are the very generation to create the new era, the first
step of which is the rosy 21st century.

Time goes on and on, as a consequence a century comes to an end, and a
new century begins. There is really nothing mysterious about this. But I
mean that there is something different at the turning point between the 19th
and the 20th century. The 20th century is the one where systems of the
great 19th century’s thoughts collapse. From the end of the 19th century to
the beginning of the 20th century, there were so many adventurous
experiments in the areas of art, philosophy, social science and natural science.
All these experiments might foretell chaos in the 20th century. Scientific,
technical and economic developments and liberation and various division of
human desire give explanations to the situation partly. People have been
longing for a great thought that brings about order among human-beings and
still will. And one day such a thought that integrates all the fruits of these
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among NICs and Japan. The condition is much more favorable than ever
before for us to realize the true pr.osperity, although there is still a possibility
of nuclear war. In s_pite of this, Japan is still a political dwarf and Japanese
people lack of common sense on the global level. I.think this is because
Japanese people do not have means of inspection which is suited to the
people belonging to a Giant Power. It is time for us Japanese people to be
aware of the fact that without proper means of investigation on domestic and
foreign affairs, there is no hope of fulfilling their own lives and of prospering
towards the 21st century and that we Japanese need the complete change of
attitudes towards money and blind obedience. By achieving those tasks,
Japan will be qualified enough to take leadership on the global stage. But, as
to do that cooperation of Korea and Taiwan with Japan is necessary and.

inevitable.

Towads the “Northeast Asian Era” and the Happiest Century

Now is the very time for Korea, Taiwan and Japan to work in a body,
because those countries are sharing mutual national interests among each
other and, to be sure, they have the soil to achieve it as an assigned task. It
is true that the signs of the war tragedy and colonial policy of Japan toward
Korea and Taiwan still remain sometimes very big and the two countries are
under the circumstances of devided countries, but they still could achieve
superbly drastic economic growth. When Korea, Taiwan and Japan can unite
themselves to cope with world affairs, it stimulates the world economy and
thus more drastically can they attain domestic and international political
stability, and the people will enjoy prosperity. Actually, recently, Taiwanese
people can go to see ralatives in Mainland China and the conversation
between South and North Korea is promoted at a high speed. It might be
that people of the Socialists’ part of both countries one day become well
aware which system can work better to bring about true developrﬁent and
the both parts of the countries could be united as one nation which is the
earnest wish of the peoples of both contries.

1 would want to say that it involves pain to certain degree to attain total
mutual understanding. It takes vestly a long time or it might be totally
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an ideal international devision of labor for the global economy.

5) To develop joint systems for transportation and communication

The gap in quality of transportation and the meants of communication
between advanced and less developed countries in the Pacific basin has been
immensely big and this has been the main factor to prevent people living in
this region from promotiong cultural exchange. This region is also expected
to be the most exciting and attractive for the tourist industry. And so, it is
urgently required to establish some form of joint projects for transportation
and communication.

6) To eatablish an international institute

It is absolutely necessary to tranin and educate many specialists on
technology, management and so on. Japan has to contribute to the
establishment of these institutes to integrate the fruits of studies on industry,
transportation, communication, advertisement, sales of products and so forth.

Not to mention, it depends upon how tightly and freindly NICs and Japan
are bound that they are well positioned to take advantage of the new era.

It was in 1920’s that Japan increased militarism and gained evil power and
in 1930’s Japan expanded its aggression in East Asia, which really was the
tragedy for the people in those countries. One of the reasons causing
misunder-standig of Japanese. attitude towards those countries is that
Japanese people were so quick to forget historical tragedy. This may be
partly because of materialism brought by the Amirican view of life under
which Japanese people pursue profit of their own regardless of other
countries’ benefit and partly because people have never had any racial hatred
of Koreans, Chinese and some other races Japanese people do not understand
such feeling because they have never been ruled or conquered by any other
race.

I do not mean to justify Japanese activities during the World War 1. On
the contrary, I do mean to acknowledge that it was an extremely bad
mistake. However, more than 40 years have passed since the War was over
and Japanese people have become much wiser. We Japanese people know
that no country is universally entitled to prosperity, that no region has special
privileges.

It is urgent now to realize NIEO as well as to promote cultural exchange
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The Economic Role of Japan Hereafter
The role of ]a{pan from the economic point of view as to take the
leadership for the brightest future can be summarized as follows :

1) To extend financial and technological assistance immensely towards

less developed countries. .

Japan has to extend relationships not only between Japan itself and other
counteies but also mutual relashions among them by becoming a bridge so to
speak. Japan can do this by increasing imports of primary commodities and
handiwork products, extending triangular trades, raising investment of private
sector on agriculture, forestry, fishery and mining industry, channeling
financial aid and technical assistance to transportation, distribution, and
services. In this way, Japan has to promote directly and indirectly mutuala
economic and cultural relations.

2) To reinforce horizontal division of labor

For the last 20 years, great amounts of capital and technology have been
transferred from advanced countries to NICs and other countries. The
economic policy of these countries has been based upon extention of exports.
Recently, these countries are suffering from import restrictions in the
advanced countries Japan has to make strong efforts to reinforce the
structure of the horizontal division of labor in order to maintain the sound
growth of the global economy.

3) To raise a mutual fund

The Pacific region is a potential one of its greater economic development.
This region is also expected to have various energy resources. Taking these
favorable conditions into consideration, it is quite significant to examine how
to establish “Pacific Development Fund,” in order to promote mutual,
economic, technological and cultural cooperation among countries of the
Pacific basin.

4) To develop multinational projects

The most desirable way to establish the basis of brivate cooperation is to
develop multinational projects. These projects will make the soil of mutual
benefits in the first place. Then they will help to prevail ideas of the
countries and to transfer the capital. Needless to say, Japan and NICs have
to play the most important role. In the long run, this kind of project provide
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Japan has been hesitating to transfer the most advanced technology to
NICs mainly because of being afraid of “boomerang effect.” 1 think that it is
really a shame on us. Japan has to make really friendly relationships with
NICs in any case in order to contribute to the. world.

The third thing is that in Japan there is not what is called a ‘think tank’ in
the real sense of term. Japan is now one of the Giant Powers in the world.
But, in Japan, there is really no institute on America, Soviet, China and
Korean peninsula study, much less on Southeast Asia and the third world. It
is true that we have an NIRA but it is under taboo to make researches on
military and international affairs there. What contradiction it is that a Giant
Power has no official machinery on the most significant affairs ! I have to
emphasize that to have an institute on military affairs does not necessarily
mean expansion of armaments and militarism. We Japanese know much
better than making a bad mistake again as we did in the past. ‘

As a consequence, social science of Japan is less developed compared to
the global level. 1 think it is an urgent business for Japan to revive research
on military affairs even geopolitics, not with the objects of repaeating the
past tragedy but with the object of bringing about true prosperity all over the
world.

These are the explanation of the three main factors concerning why Japan
and Japanese people are unable to take leadership on the global stage. It is
no easy a task to bring about the total change of Japanese attitudes into
which I made some inquiries because it means that we have to dissolve most
of our tradition formed in a long period of the history. To be sure, it takes
really so long a time or it might be impossible to achieve it. What is

important is not to changé something underlying at the bottom but to restrain

ourselves from being obsessed by what we were inclined to do in the past.

It is really a technical problem. It is not sinful at all to feel greedy inside

ourselves, what counts more is patience and courage to restrain ourselves
however painful it may be. And the same thing can be adopted on the stage
of mutual understandings among the parthers of the Northeast Asian

countries.
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In this way, Japanese journalism has almost nothing to do with supporting
and deepening the people’s view on many important affiars. And here,
again, our attitudes of authoritarian-type, with which we can never catch up
with the world affairs, must be the target of criticism.

Along with those two, I have some concerﬁs with Japanese creativity.
There are so many sholars and analysts who are warning the situation.

The first things to be taken is the fact that in Japan fundamental research
is hardly done, compared to other advanced countries. Technology has been
the key factor of Japanese drastic economic development in the postwar
world. And now Japanese technology is the most advanced in the world.
However, I wonder if it is true. I am afraid that most of the wonderful fruits
of Japanese technology are just the imitation of American technology or
something a little advanced.

Natural science consists of two steps. The first step is the fundamentl
research and the second is the applied research based upon the first step. 1
think what creates the true source of technological development is the
fundamental research. It needs decades of time, a tremendously great
number of excellent people and a huge expense. Besides, 90 percent of the
results of experiments can be done for nothing. Great, epoch-making
technology can be created just by conquering difficulties, 1 belive.

The second thing is that Japanese government does not spend a lot of
money on researches. The governments of the advanced countries excluding
Japan bear more than 50 percent of the expenses on various researches, while
Japanese government pays just only 25 percent of the expense at most. In
other words, they depend much more on the enterprises of the private sector.
Needless to say, those researches are done mainly to benefit the enterprises
itself and in that case the fundamental research is hardly done because it
does not bring about direct benefit. Japan has to cultivate the soil where the
truly fruitful fundamental research is fufilled in order to create very original
technology which Japan is, in the real sense, proud of. When Japan can
make products based upon these original technologies, then Japan will not be
called a ‘country of imitation.” It means that Japan is able to make equal
partnership with a larger number of countries and this surely will cool down

trade friction partly.
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government and the Diet. And it is also supposed to support the capability
of the people for investigation on domestic and international affairs. But,
sorry to say, | have to acknowledge that Japanese journalism is not
functioning as required.

Let me take the reporter’s club of the Defence Agency for an example.
There, reporters are required to be changed evety 2 years. Reporters, who
know little about military affairs, work there for 2 years and when they get
used to the job and get to know much more about military affair, things
come to be changed. And this is cyclically repeated. Not to mention, it is
impossible to educate any specialist on military affairs within such a short
time. And this kind of thing is done in almost all the areas of Japanese
journalism. As a consequence, there can not be any superior specialist on
anything, who can play a significant role in providing Japanese people with
the ideas, such as, how we have to cope with domestic problems and what
attitude we should take towards the world as the people of one of the most
advanced countries.
~ Another thing which must be told is that the press connects deeply with
the government office in a bad manner. In Japan, one of the most important
and reliable ne\\;s sources are the government office. The press companies
have to have friendly relations with the government office. It means that the
press companies always have to control the reporters not to write or
announce anything objectionable to the government side. 'If they ever do,
they do it all at the same time. Those reporters write something objection-
able alone will not be able to get a scoop and to break a story any more. To
make matters worse, the press companies are going to give them the cold
shoulder, so to speak. In Japan, generally, for an employee being neglected
by the company is tremendously disadvantageous. And so, there are really
few reporters who dare to take a risk, knowing that it is quite dangerous.

Under these circumstances, Japanese press is in danger of becoming just
the official gazette, with no unique.characteristics.

The inflluence of the American press can not be disregarded. Some
analysts are warning that the world mass media is monopolized by the
American press. Japan is most strongly influenced by that and the articles

and especially the analyses on foreign affairs are often just translations.
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organ of state power, and shall be the sole law-making organ of the State.
The Diet shall consist of two Houses, and both Houses shall consist of elected
members, representatives of all the people.”

Speaking of the quality of the members of the Diet, what are their du-
ties ?  As an official duty, there is law-making. In the process of
law-making, they have to take part in committees to examine and determine
various kind of bills, and then, in the Diet. Meanwhile, they have to take
part in the research activities of their party and some other kinds of meeting
of their factions. They also have to go to their electoral districts to hear
petitions in order to examine them in the Diet, and so forth. To all
appearances, the members of the Diet have really a lot of things to do. But
the truth is that most of them are doing power-broker-sort of things by using
their privilege and power and get brokerage for their political fund. They
spend really one-third of their time of on this kind of thing. As a
consequence, they do not have time to acquire capability to examine political,
economic problems and international affairs. It can be easily said that they
are much less qualified to take charge of politics and other affairs.

Speaking of the Diet, it is such a fabrication. All the questions are already
known to the Ministers one week before the Diet is held, and the questions
are also already examined in anticipation. It means that no member of the
Diet can drop a bombshell and make surprising questions at the Diet. How
can we say that the Diet is functioning as required ?

But we have to remember that it is we ourselves that let the Diet go
unchecked.

As stated before, Japanese people are authoritarians in the bad sense of
the term. We have hopeless tendency to believe in and to put to much on
what the upper decided and formulated blindly. We have to change this
attitude of blind obedience into much more autonomous action. I firmly
believe that once this kind of attitude is taken for granted, the Japanese

people can be much more responsible for the rest of the world.

The Journalism
Journalism is partly thought as functioning as an observer on the
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that the Japanese Okami could organize people very well, with some
exceptions though, and people gradually put much trust on the Okami and
subsequently appeared the attitude of the blind obedience because the
Okami could settle down most of the times thus people were just to hear
them without doing anything autonomously.-

Through these historical processes, the nature of Japanse attitudes has
been formed, which produced critical weaknesses at the present time. I think
whether or not we can meet the rosy 21st century depends largely on solution
of these problems. In the next part of the essay, I would seek concrete
answers to solve the problem that gives us the outlet to being more aware of

our-situation and thus to be able to take leadership on the global stage.

The two main factors preventing Japan and Japanese from taking leadership

At least, superficially, Japanese people are supposed to have a ‘Diet’
stipulated in the Constutution as people’s investigative machinery, ‘journalism’
based on freedom of the press both of which are inevitable for supporting
people’s capability of investigation on domestic and international problems.
However, the truth is that they do not function properly as required to do.
Japanese people can not feel that they are the people of the wealthiest
country on the face of the globe and that now is, in the real sense, the very
time to take responsibility and to contribute to the world as a great power.
As 1 mentioned in the introduction, Japan is nowadays called a “political
dwarf " and becoming an “orhphan on the globél stage.” Japan and Japanese
people are driven into a corner in a sense being unable to overcome the
present and even historical problems.

It is true that Japanese people have to reconstruct the traditional sense of
value of pursuing their own interest, but at the same time, we also have to
reconstruct the systems of people’s investigation and consideration on the

broader level.

The Diet
According to the Japanese Constitution, “The Diet shall be the highest
—168—



A TASK NEVER DONE BEFORE

Another important fact to explain how Japanese attitudes were formed is
the existence of Shintoism. Shintoism makes much of secular behefits.

It this way, the origin of Japanese attitudes towards the world economy
‘can be traced back to the 12th century. In the postwar society, these
attitudes might be intensified by an American view of life which encourages .
materialism. The long experience of being influenced by the power of money
spoiled Japanese people in a sense although, in my view, it was the very
materialism that encouraged Japanese people to achieve drastic economic
growth. And the materialism has been making Japanese people seek after
their own benefits regardless of the consequences of others. When
development of a country is at its infancy, this kind of egotistic attitude
might be accepted. But Japan is not a country of the kind. It is, in a real
sense, an Economic Giant. The country is powerful enough to cotribute to
the whole world.

By the way, I have to take another unfavorable trait of Japanese people
which, in my view, put Japanese people far from being well aware of the
fact that they are the people of one of the most responsible countries in the
world. It is the tendency toward blind obedience to the upper stratum, put it
in Japanese, the M,*s I would rather say that Japanese people do not
usually manage to try to overturn what the upper people have decided. Let
me take the Japanese Constitution for an example. We have not adjusted
the Constitution even once since it was established in 1946, while the
Constitution of West Germany has been adjusted 34 times. I think that this
fact shows that the West Germany is more mature when things come to the
people’s decision on very important issues. It is true that the Japanese
Constitution is based highly upon pacifism, but it must be possible to adjust
it not to fall into anachronism without losing those high ideals and purposes
of universal pacifism.

The problem is that I can not find any proper reason persuasive enough to

explairi where the trait of blind obedience came from. Some historians say

%2  The Dokuritsu-saisan-sei can be translated as the independent profit system.
The rulers attempted not to depend upon any other domain in terms of
economics.

*3 the Okami is a general alias of the emperor or government, used especxally to
describe people’s blind obedience.
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and if so, the situation must be bettered right away. One thing which gives
me hope about the educational S);stem of a state is that the Taiwanese
government stipulates the ratio of the education budget. As is often told, the
bases of building a country highly depend on how to train and educate
people. The Taiwanese educational policy should be highly appreciated in
this respect.

Along with the Confucianism’s influence, I think that one of the possible
factors to be the bases on which to be able to consider how Japanese
attitudes were formed is money. People become well aware of the
imprortance and influence of money when the concepts of deposit, interest,
financing, etc. are spread and well understood, in other words, when money
produces money, and also when it is possible to acquire a certain position and
even power by paying money. Japanese people have lived under these
circunstances for a long time. They first appeared in the Japanese society
when the Taira clan was annihilated and the Minamoto clan acquired the title
of shogun at the end of 12th century. The incident meant that Japanese
Aristocracy was ended and the Shogunate was initiated. The samurai began
to form the core of the ruling class. The samurai dissolved the public
ownership system of land and established the private ownership system. It
meant that they could deprive their land freely. As a consequence, some
became wealthier and others lost their property. And those who became rich
got a higher position and could exert greater influences upon others. This
division of the wealthy and the poor occurred also among the public. In the
process of the division, the monetary economy was gradually formed and
diffused all over the coutry and people began to believe in the influence of
money. The life of the Japanese people has strongly been influenced by the
power of money. People sometimes bought social position by paying a lot of
money and the kind of things were cyclically repeated which strengthen the
tendency of believing in the influence of money all the more. It is especially
when in peace that the power of money can exert a much greater influence
than in chaos. After the civil war era, the rulers could develop industry in
their domains and thanks to diffusion of the monerary economy, some of them

could wonderfully fulfill their domains based upon Dokuritsu-saisan-sei.*? ($i137

SHEHD
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will mean enhanced livelihood security and an improved standard of living for
themselves, many Japanese identify strongly with their companies.

What I have to emphasize is that this system was produced only after the
World War I, but even so there can be very much to do with Confucianism
in the ways of thinking and the conception to produce the system. Japanese
workers show strong loyalty to their companies mostly because of the life
time employment system partly based on the Confucian teachings. Sorry to
say, the view of ethics based upon Confucianism was dissolved in the
postwar society to certain extent that fact causes Japanese society to be hard
to live in. It was in Korea where Confucianism was preserved most purely of.
all because in Korea, Confucianism was very exclusive when finally introdued
and developed by Chu-tzu in the 12th century and also because of its
geopolitical locus on the face of the globe.

As Pr. Kim Il-gon’s third aspect of the Confucianism, in Two China, Korea
and Japan, education is made pretty much of and the peoples of those
countries are extremely diligent, I believe. In order to take advantage of
those favorable traits of the tendency towards pacifism and esteem for
education, it is necessary, in my view, to establish the political system to
which people consent enough. In this sense, socialism, the nature of which is
to oppress democracy, can not be the better political system. As Pr.
Nakajima says, there might be no future prospect in socialists’ states.

The existance of high educaation fever itself may well be appreciated in
terms of the drastic economic growth in the countries of the Confucian
background. But it can hardly be disregarded the fact that the examination
hell spurred by the education fever produces social distortion. In Japan when
the examination season begins every year, it can be often read on several
newspapers the articles of the young boys and girls who committed suicide
out of the failure on the entrance examinatios or suffering from too much
work on them. I agree on the fact that there should definately winners and
losers as lond as it is a kind of competition to work hard on the entrance
examinations but it often happens that once lost, one has to take the burden
for the rest of his or her life. And those pressures often cause the tendency
of young people toward being delinquent represented by school violences. I
wonder the same situation could be eroding the Korean or Taiwanese society
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economic gravity. They assume that although the traditional family social
order according to Confucianism is. superior, making it easier to form a
domestic or national consensus and encouraging humanity more than talent or
capability which to produce strong loyaity to the upper stratum, how can it
give explanations for the rise of the countries of ASEAN. which are Muslim
countries and some other countries in South America ? How can it be
proved that it is the right principle after the rise of Protestantism to bring
about prosperity if other countries without Confucian or Protestant
background gain ground, which may well be ? There has been no coherent
logic which is persuasive enough on Confucianism. A logic of social science
is to give explanations for both success and failure of a fact. If not able to
prove either of them, then it means that the logic has lost its significance.

I would neither deny the significance of Confucianism nor fully agree on it
because 1 know very little about Confucianism-and the efforts of many
scholars are now being done to find how Confucianism really worked and still
is. But I think it is true that in terms of moral we are extremely influenced
by Confucianism, for there are so many teachings included in Confucianism,
such as ‘You must respect your parents’, ‘You must love your brothers and
sisters, and ‘You must not do harm to and trouble the others,” which are to
be the universal standard of moral.

One of the most seemingly supporting reasons to respond to the questions
on “Japanese miracle” in the postwar world is that many of the companies in
Japan take the system of “lifetime employment.” Under this employment
system, an employee who does what he is told, gets along with fellow
workers, and who makes no major blunders can reasonably expect to be
employed with the same company guaranteeing his social standing and
income for the rest of his working time even if he is not an especially
outstanding performer. Among the many company benefits for which he is
eligible in addition to his basic salary are special allowances, company-owned
housing or dormitories for single employees, and various health and welfare
benefits, the generosity being directly proportional to the size of the company.
Because the Japanese company guarantees its workers’ livelihoods until
retirement, people can concentrate on their work in the realization that they

and their company share a common fate. Knowing the company’s success
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One Idea on the Process of Making Japanese Attitude

One of the reasons which is often taken to give explanations for “Japanese
miracle” and immense economic growth of Asian NICs is that.they all have a
Confucian background. According to Professor Kim Il-gon, one of the famous
economists of Korea, the principle of Confucianism is summarized as fol-
lows :

The first is “Centralized system under one King.” Confucianism was
originally an idea for the rulers in which all the people are centralized
under one king. A king is at the top of the hierarchy, under whom
there is a ruling formation of civil and militaly officers, under which
there are the ruled or the public. The second is “Loyalty and filial
piety.” Loyalty and filial piety are extremely important. Loyalty is
considered ethics of obedience and service to the King or nation, and
filial piety is incorporated by the family system. The family which
observes filial piety is an integral unit in the organization of the nation,
in which ethical human relations of loyaity and filial piety have been
established. The third is “Tendency towards pacifism and an esteem
for education.” There is a tendency towards pacifism and an esteem
for education. Demilitarization and conservative pacifism are considered
to strenghthen and maintain the system because they are considered
essential for enlightening the public and for maintaining social stability.
The fourth is “Economic aspects of physiocracy.” Confucianism holds
the economic aspects of physiocracy. Considering the economic
conditions of Confucianism’s forming period, we may conclude that it
could not help but be physiocratic.

Needless to say, the fourth aspect of Confucianism disappeard in the
process of postwar economic development because the modernization of the
NICs was initiated by industridlization.

The second aspect, “Loyalty and filial piety,” is the most important one,
which means loyalty of son towards father. From this aspect all the rules of
human relationship and the social orders are derived. The bases and the
standards of all social activities come from family collectivism based- upon
Confucianism’s “Loyalty and filial piety.” There are some analysts who are
not to believe in Confucianiém as the principle to support the drastic shift .of
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the trans-Atlantic-trade-nations experiencing a relative decline as their share in
the world activity falls. But the more remarkable of what is called the
Pacific phenomenon is still the movement of coutries in Northeast Asia.
Indeed, the Asian NICs have vshown that it is possible not only to achieve
vigorous growth but to challenge the established industrial countries and even
to reach out for leadership on the global stage in the 21st century. But, for
the present, Japan is the country which is the most developed economically.
Japan is playing one of the most significant roles on the global satge. Despite
its drastic growth, Japan is still called a “political dwarf,” and becoming an
“orphan in the world.” The reason can be summarized as follows :

Japan either has no foreign policy in any conventional sense which is
attractive enough for other countries to follow or has an unusual policy to
enrich itself regardless of the consequences for other countries, which brought
about severe anti-Japanese feelings or “Japan-bashing.” .

Japan is required to be a leader on the global stage, in the real sense of
the term. What can Japan do toward the 2lst century ? How can Japan
contribute to the world ? Sorry to say, it is really true that Japanese people
are so immature when things come to the world affairs. It is often told that
Japanese people lack common sense in using diplomacy. Japan’s diplomacy is
often described as “dioplomacy of cowardice”. The fact that Japan is
notorious for its insularity can partly give explanations for this. But the truth
is that Japanese attitudes are made not mainly from its insularity but as a
result of long historical and traditional processes and these days these
attitudes are concentrated and found especially in Japanese Diet and
journalism, which are required to be the bases of people’s capability of
investigation.

In this essay, I will make some inquiries into the historical and traditional
processes of the making of Japanese attitudes and seek the way to get rid
the country of these attitudes. When Japan can get out of the situation and
is not called a political dwarf anymore; then Japan can contribute to the world
much more. Meanwhile, I have to touch on NICs because those are the
countries Japan has to cooperate with most tightly to produce “Northeast
Asian Era,” for 1 think that it is the minimum condition produce the rosy
21st century.
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— Japan’s Role in the 21st Century —

Shigetada Furugori
Introduction

Underdeveloped countries in East Asia have followed Japan and have
become, in the real sense, developing countries. During 1982 for the first
time in history, Pacific Rim trade became more valuable than Atlantic Rim
trade. Since the early 1960’s, the Pacific Basin has been undergoing more
rapid economic advances than ever before. Its spectacular growth in
production and international trade and its immense economic attainments’
have brought about a shift in the world’s poliltical and economic center of
gravity. According to Professor Chalmars Johnson, one of the most famous
political scientists and authorities on Janpanese studies in the U. S., in 1960,
the international commerce of the world’s largest economy the United States,
with the Asia-Pacific region was only 48.1 percent of U. S. trade with
Europe. Twenty years later the ratio had virtually equalized at 97.8%, and in
1982 it stood at 109.5%.*' The world is becoming more complex with an
increasing number of actors on the global stage, transforming the postwar
international economic order. Among these actors the most outstanding are
menibers of the Association of the Southeast Asian Nations ( ASEAN ), the
Asian newly industrializing countries ( NICs ), and Japan. These actors have
been claiming and getting a larger role for themselves. . And recently,
Australia and New Zealand freed from their loci as members of the British
Commonwealth of Nations, and even China and the Soviet Union, suffering
from endogenous trends of capitalism are trying to define themselves as
nations in the Pasific, Basin. The Pacific examples are so persuasive,

although the success of the Pacific countries means other regions, especially

*1] Chalmers JOHNSON, ‘The Role of Japan in the Pacific-Asian Region and
Japanese relations with the U. S, PRC, and USSR’ : University of California,
Berkeley, 1985.
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