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clare that the events which were then in
progress constituted nothing less than
one of the greatest disasters in Chi a’s
long history.

Nakajima’s appraisal of the recent
repprochement between Beijing and
Moscow is also interesting. He believes
it is due primarily to the present weak-
ness throughout the entire socialist bloc.
In fact, at present all the major powers
with the exception of Japan are wracked
by ethnic and other forms of domestic
upheaval. Witness the riots in Tibet and .
several Soviet republics. The U.S. crime
and drug problems hardly need be com-
mented on.

Space prohibits my giving a fair sum-
mary of all of Nakajima’s views, since
the essays concern a large number of in-
terrelated topics. Some readers might
get a bit of a start when he confides that
a large number of international relations
experts believe the reason that Reagan
and Soviet leader Gorbachev hit it off
so well during their summit talks was a
desire to discuss candidly in secret meet-
ings the challenge of a super-dynamic
Japan fast gaining on their respective
countries. To the world’s two most pow-
erful men, still firmly committed to their
respective political philosophies, it must
have seemed as if while the Germa
shepherd and the Doberman pinscher
had been quarreling, the fox terrier had
got away with the bone.

It should be emphasized that Nakaji-
ma is no extremist, simply a man con-
cerned about the route his country is
taking. He feelsthat continued econom-
ic growth, not balanced by a coherent
national strategy, can only result in a
“double vision” Japan rended by con-
tradictions. Nakajima argues that a
super-rich but lightly armed Japan will
be easy prey for international ijime if it
does not quickly develop more forceful
diplomatic and strategic policies vis-a-
vis the other great powers.



